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• Winter half term— End of 

term 19th December 

back to school Thursday 

4th January 2024 

• Term dates for 2023/24 

are available here: 

https://

thekeystoneacade-

my.org/school-holiday-

dates/ 

• Uniform either contact 

the school office by email 

or phone for more       

Information,  or orders 

can be made online at: 

www.schoolshopdirect.c

o.uk. Please name your 

child’s clothing  

• School Meals—Did you 

know that you can now 

pay for your child’s dinner 

money on the Arbor    

Parent Portal or Arbor 

App? The new menu will 

be available on our   

website soon. 

 

After a fabulous first half term in our brand new school building, I am   

delighted to share some of the events and activities that have been  

taking place at Keystone. 

Despite the anticipated disruptions during and following the move, it has 

been fantastic to see how quickly our pupils and our staff have settled 

into the new space. We are enjoying learning how to use the new   

spaces and are looking forward to developing our specialist areas both 

within and outside the school, in the coming months (and years ). 

We are looking forward to welcoming two new teachers to our school in 

January, alongside an increasing cohort of new children. You can find 

out more about Mrs Johnson and Mrs Rowsell towards the end of the 

newsletter. We will begin transitions for another 15-20 children next term 

taking our numbers close to our planned growth of 90 for this year across 

both primary and secondary. 

We have also included a copy of the newspaper article printed in the 

Shropshire Star when we opened in case you missed it. It was a real 

pleasure to meet Kirsty Hurst-Knight who is a clear advocate for the 

SEND community.  

I would like to take this opportunity thank you all for your continued   

support and to wish you all well over the Christmas period. Whether you 

are enjoying busy family get togethers, or a quiet low-key break. I hope 

you all enjoy some peace and happiness over the coming 2 weeks. We 

will look forward to welcoming your children back to school  on         

Thursday 4th of January. 

Best Wishes 

Ali Bellaby 

 

https://thekeystoneacademy.org/school-holiday-dates/
https://thekeystoneacademy.org/school-holiday-dates/
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KS4 students enjoyed an 

offsite excursion to Cadbury 

World in Birmingham in       

October where they had the       

opportunity to learn about 

the mass manufacture and 

distribution of our favourite 

sweet treats .  

 

This links into the current 

studies in Food Technology, 

Design and Technology and 

Art and Design. Fun was had 

by all and they got to eat lots 

of chocolate ! 
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Anti Bullying Week 
 

In our first full week in the new building, Keystone staff and students 

made a noise against bullying as part of a national Anti-Bullying week 

campaign. Students came up with ideas for heroes to make a stand 

against bullying in their form times and discussed how bullying can im-

pact the lives of those involved and those caught on the periphery dur-

ing their PSHE lessons. 

Standing in solidarity, recognising that we are all odd in our own way, 

we wore a delightful array of odd socks on Monday 13th November, 

raising money for the anti-bullying alliance. 

 

Throughout the week, it was a pleasure to see students going out of 

their way to demonstrate kindness and respect to those around them. 
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Design and Technology  

The year 7’s have had a mixed bag this term of trying new workshop machinery and techniques. The photos show a 
project where the pupils glued together small pieces of MDF with wood glue, and clamped together in the bench 
vices, to form a cube. Once dried they then sanded the sides and rounded the edges so the cube would tumble 
more like a dice. This enabled them to use the electric sanding machine and sanding plates. The mini project was 
finished with their own design on each face of the cube. 
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Christmas Lunch  
On Friday 1st December we all enjoyed our Christmas lunch marking the festive    

season in our Christmas jumpers. The Darwin and Tajiri classes enjoyed a quieter 

lunch with the pulling of crackers and sharing of festive jokes. Fun was had by all. 

Every Christmas dinner needs 

ketchup! 
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Jenna Johnson—PE Teacher 

 

I have accumulated over a decade of       
invaluable experience in the field of      
physical education. Throughout my career, I 
have had the privilege of working with     
students ranging from the tender age of 
three to the more mature age of eighteen, 
thereby    accumulating a vast range of   
expertise. I studied sport management at 
the University of Central Lancashire and 
went onto Wolverhampton university to        
complete my graduate teacher                
programme. My area of specialisation     
predominantly revolves around Physical 
Education and sports, a discipline that I 
wholeheartedly embrace and strive to instil 
a lifelong passion for in my students. Over 
the years I have actively competed in many 
sports and presently, participate in netball 
and rounders leagues in Shrewsbury. In   
addition to this I enjoy exploring the world 
with my family and have a massive zest for 
life. I am looking forward to sharing my   
passion with all the staff and pupils at The 
Keystone Academy.  

A Big Welcome To Keystone 
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Lizzie Rowsell—Primary Teacher 

 

Hello, my name is Mrs Rowsell and I’m     

really looking forward to joining Keystone 

Academy, in January. I am currently a 

year 5 teacher, at a local primary school in 

Shrewsbury. I qualified as a teacher in 

2011, and since then I have briefly worked 

as a house parent, a SEND teaching        

assistant and for 8 years, as a teacher. I 

love being a teacher, as it’s so rewarding 

to see children develop, not only            

academically, but also socially and     

emotionally. My classroom is always a safe, 

welcoming, and consistent space, that  

allows children to truly be themselves, in a 

secure and nurturing environment. In my 

spare time, I love to bake, craft, and read 

books. You will also see me cycle to 

school, as I’ve taken the leap of faith of 

selling my car and swapping to a greener 

mode of transport. I live with my husband 

and daughter, and we have recently got 

two kittens called Tommy and Lily.  

 

I can’t wait to meet you all properly and 

be part of the Keystone family. 
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On Thursday 7th December, Miss Seabury and Mr Gray had the privilege 

of visiting Ruyton XI Towns to watch Jake (one of our Year 7 pupils) in 

the Pantomime, Peter Pan. Jake played the character of John, and was 

outstanding in his performance, speaking his lines clearly and joining in 

the songs and complex dance routines. We would like to say a huge well 

done to Jake and it was lovely to share this experience with himself and 

the family. The family all had roles with Jake’s father directing the panto 

and his mother and brothers playing their parts too. It was an incredible 

evening, and we look forward to watching Jake’s acting develop here at 

Keystone.  
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         STFC Women’s Team        
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CATERING NEWS 

 

 

We are pleased to confirm that from January we will have on-site caterers.  We will be working with a 

company called Caterlink who will be preparing, cooking and serving freshly cooked meals each 

day. Below you will find further information about Caterlink.  The menu will be sent home before 

Christmas and will also be uploaded to our website.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, including allergies and dietary requirements, please contact 

the school office in the first instance. 
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